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and his entire spiritual life depends on the fixed laws of nature. They insisted that the external life of
man conforms to the laws of physics, biology and chemistry.

By what law did science enter into the spiritual realm which lies beyond the compass of nature?
Science, despite its such mad progress, still does not know how to explain all of the natural phenomena,
therefore how can it claim to be able to explain to us the activity of the supernatural world?

It is true that modern man knows many things which were unknown to his forefathers. For this,
he is indebted to knowledge and science, but there are many other things which science cannot explain.
Neither geology, biology nor physics have a satisfactory answer to such simple but importunate
questions: Where did the world come from? Or better, where did the universe, which is full of ceaseless
movement, come from? From material cries science. Good! But from where did this first or primary
material come from? From electrons cries science. That's good. But from where did these electrons
come from — the millions of them from which the world evolved? It is here that science twists and turns
like an eel caught on a fishing line but it is silent.

Every new discovery in modern science, even the most advanced does not give us answers to
these final questions. Nature, by itself is blind, deaf and dumb. It must have a manager, a teacher and a
lord. Nature, by itself, cannot create even one tiny dial in a clock or one little spring in a compass, or one
little spark in an electrical current.

But ask faith, and that faith which is so absurd and humiliated and detested, will answer to you
that God created this huge, wonderful and mysterious world. He then entrusted it to people to possess
it and take care of it. These people are just like a crowd of big children who make every effort to solve
the puzzles in nature, and when they succeed in solving some mystery in nature, they rub their hands in
satisfaction and jump for joy.

Neither reason nor knowledge nor science of itself leads to one’s loss of faith or unbelief. But a
person who is shallow, superficial and not grounded in faith nor in science, such a person who believes
only because he inherited this faith from his ancestors; such a person who is learned but very immature;
such a person who smelled a little from one lesson, took a lick of some other lesson, took a bite of
another lesson; such a person will surely lose his faith. In the end, he will be neither a believer nor a
scholar.

A person who is a solid believer and has a solid education can float on the sea of knowledge and
he will not drown, because true science leads him to acknowledge the existence of God and to his
grateful worship of God. The sciences of geology, astronomy, physics, botany and medicine prove that
everything we read in Scripture and that we have learned in Biblical history. Geology teaches us the
layers of the earth. The closer these layers are to the surface of the earth there are more traces of living
things. This proves the fact that the earth was forming or shaping itself, for who knows how long
perhaps a million years — for the reception of the human individual.
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Excavations prove that a variety of birds and animals lived here before there was a thinking
human being on earth. Geology proves that a human being was the last to show up on earth. And what
does our faith teach us?

In the beginning God created heaven and earth and the earth was empty. Then, in turn, the Lord
created light, water, trees, greenery, the sun, the moon, the stars, the fish, the birds, the cattle and at
the end, on the sixth day, after God looked around at all that He had created and saw that everything
was good, He said: “let us make man in our own image and likeness.” Thus God created man in His sown
image. Then heaven and earth were finished and all that adorns them.

Geology uncovers for us the existence of a Builder Creator and Lord of the earth. Astronomy
points out the traces of God’s Hands in the universe and it doesn’t point out any law which would not
agree with the teachings of faith. Listen to what the philosopher Klein writes: “Stand at night in the
summer at the edge of the forest. All the earth is asleep; only heaven, the night and the quiet are awake
with you. Look up at the heavens strewn with stars which look like a floating fleet of ships. The sun is at
the head; the earth, the moon, Mercury, Venus, that small, rocking gallery; that proud fleet which flows
and flows. Where is it going? Answer: From where did it come and where is it going? A secret joy fills me
and | feel the breeze of infinity.

The worn-out companions of Columbus seeing the first traces of green plants, called out: Land!
Land! However, | call out: Heaven! Heaven! God! For the mechanism of the world of stars tells you to
seek the Mechanic and the Builder.

Let’s go further — Does physics perhaps lead one t o a loss of faith? This is what Frederick
Dessauer, a famous physicist wrote: “It seems to me that it would be reasonable to draw the same
conclusion that a naturalist draws when studying the movements of a compass and he confirms the
existence of the earth’s magnetic poles, their course and magnitude. We should come to the conclusion
that there exists a reality that is independent of us. It directs the compass of the spirit and rules over the
world of the spirit.”

In the light of such reasoning, wouldn’t it be better to accept the fact that the Invisible God is
present everywhere and penetrates everything? Science confirms the fact that there are certain powers
in nature, but often it does not know how to confirm the place, source or nature of these powers. Faith
must come to its aid.

There is probably no0 other science that has made such great progress within the past twenty
years as was made by the science of medicine. There are no two ways about it! This progress has
changed certain radical opinions. Up until a short time ago, medicine considered a human being as a
mass of material, as a kind of conglomerate of meat, joints and bones. But, after many long and deep
studies, after having conducted many experiments, they came to the conclusion that besides material
medicines in treatments, there must be some other factor. They didn’t call this factor an openness to
the spirit or psyche which for some refers to the element of life which we refer to as the soul. Today,
there is already a general discussion of psychotherapy or of the influence of the spirit in the healing of
the body.
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Botany, through every bud, through every blossom, through every plant, endlessly sings: “Holy
God, we praise You!” in honor of its Creator and ever watchful Gardener. There isn’t even one science
which could put forth a single proof contrary to faith.

In Rome, stand in front of the huge basilica of St. Peter, the Prince of Apostles. Above4 this
biggest basilica on earth, there is a cupola or dome and on this dome, over four hundred feet above the
ground, is seen a cross. The emblem - Faith. A little to the right, one can see three smaller towers. Two
of them contain the Offices of Astronomy and the third one belongs to the office of the short-wave radio
from which are broadcast the Papal audiences in twenty-four languages. This is a vital proof, a symbol of
the brotherhood of faith and science.

Faith does not demand either the condemnation of true knowledge or of advanced studies in
this sphere, but it demands that these so-called students would not attack and combat faith under the
pretext that faith objects to knowledge and that science objects to faith.

From today’s radio talk we can learn that science does not cause a loss of faith or lead to atheism. There
are other causes for that and | will speak of those next Sunday. | end my talk with some verses from
Gorecki:

“Whether | look about this miserable earth,

Where the bugs crawl under my feet,

Or cast my eyes into Your sky-blue heavens,

| search for You everywhere throughout all of nature!

And who are You, O Immense God?

You must be strong for You throw thunderbolts
You must be Good, since You created love

And You opened Your heaven to mortals.”
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December 17, 1950
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Our Polish people have a great many legends. Some go back to their ancient pagan times others
reach back to their early Christian times and are full of deep piety. Polish literature is unusually rich in
these popular legends that are characterized by a deep spirit of religion. It is a sincere religious spirit,
which is deep and sincere, which can be said to be a mirror or a reflection of the Polish soul which
knows neither hypocrisy nor insincerity. This is one of those curious and little known legends:

After our first parents were forced to leave Paradise, man had to work very hard to cultivate the
fields. He perspired heavily and suffered much in performing this heavy and strenuous work; yet,
despite all of his efforts and labors, he could barely eke out of the soil a sufficient amount of food.
Therefore, Adam was deep in thought, was very discouraged and sad.

Then, one day, the Creator was curious to see how these exiles were getting along. He came
down from heaven and took a walk through the field that was overgrown with weeds and thickets of
shrubs and thorns. It is there that God noticed the worn-out, exhausted and sad farmer. Pity and mercy
filled God’s heart. Who knows whether God did not feel a little sorry that He had so abruptly thrown
poor Adam out of the Garden of Eden and condemned him to such hard labor. Yet, nevertheless, God
could not reverse His decision, for when God makes a decision that, my brothers, is for eternity. Man
cannot appeal this decision because God is the Highest and final Judge.

Nevertheless, God was worried when He saw the heavy lot of His creature. God stood lost in
thought. After a little while, He bent down to the ground and scooping up a clump of dirt, He threw it
high into the air. In the twinkling of an eye, the clump of dirt was changed in the air into a beautiful,
singing little bird.

At the sound of this heavenly singer, Adam, who was working, raised his head, smiled, his brow
lost all of its wrinkles and his face brightened and he began to chime in with the singing bird. This was
the origin of the lark which from that time on, with its song has cheered the hard working farmers.

But this is not the end. The legend continues. It tells us that the lark, wanting to show God his
gratitude for having been created — when Jesus died on the cross, the lark perched on the cross and was
trying to full out the thorns from the heavily wounded Head of Christ. But, this little bird was too weak,
therefore he flew to Our Lady of Sorrows to cheer her with his happy chirping and cheerful singing.

Dr. Machay wrote: “The singing lark of our heavy earthly life is our unwavering faith in God.
When anxieties bend our heads towards earth, let us remember that we must fulfill God’s will. Let us
remember that when we are bending under the cross of pain and sorrow. Faith in God, in the suffering
Christ, does not remove all the thorns of suffering from our lives, but it is a joy and it gives us the
strength of perseverance and the hope of happiness and an eternal reward. When the dark clouds of
sorrow are gathering above us, the light of faith will illumine the paths of our life.” From here we move
to our talk entitled:
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IS EDUCATION OPPOSED TO FAITH?

Listen to what was written by an editor of one of America’s most popular weeklies: “When | was
about ten years old, one day my father called me to himself and said: You have already been attending
classes in religion for several years where you hear a lot about the existence of God, the need for
religion and so one. But, you must know that there are two sides to every medal. In order that you
would have no reason to complain about me, that while you were young | forced you to believe, today
you will have the opportunity to see the other side of the medal. You will have the opportunity to hear a
person who is known far and wide for his non-belief.

He insists that education and knowledge prove clearly and emphatically that there is no God,
that God does not exist, that the being called God is only a fairy-tale and is the invention of sick and
terrified human minds. You are to listen to his arguments and proofs and then tell me what you want to
do — to believe or not to believe.

My father told me to change into my Sunday best clothes then he took me by the hand and led
me to a theater in the center of town. The theater was filled to over-flowing. The people were curious to
hear this famous speaker who felt that he was called to battle with God and with religion. This was none
other than Robert Ingersoll, one of the greatest agnostics, not only in the history of America but in
general, in that of the entire world. For reasons known only to him, because he considered himself an
unusually deep thinker and philosopher, he declared a furious war against God and religion. Because he
was a gifted speaker, he gained for himself many followers.

When he walked out onto the stage, he was greeted by a storm of applause. He began to speak
and from his lips flowed a flood of derision, scoffing and blasphemies against God and religion. He spoke
for more than an hour.

In the beginning, the audience applauded him, but with time, hearing more and more worse
blasphemies, the audience evidently became frightened and somewhat stupefied from terror, and the
agnostic finished his talk in cemetery silence.

Until this very day | remember quite a few of his empty, supposedly educated arguments that
were dragged out of the writings of atheistic writers and in their present form they are still repeated
endlessly. But, there were two statements above everything else which touched my young and sensitive
mind. These were the statements with which this unbeliever and godless man ended his talk: Education
and knowledge prove that there cannot be a God and that there cannot be a heaven after death. Life is
totally ended at the cemetery.

When we left the theater, my father stopped on the street, put his hand on my shoulder, and
looking me in the eyes with such a strange, penetrating look, he said to me in a quiet voice, ‘Son, now
you know both sides of the medal. You know both sides — the one that is for God and the one that is
against God. Which of these two sides do you choose?’ And he waited. | answered in a whisper: ‘Father,
| believe in that which my Mother believes and what she taught me.”
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While saying this, | did not lower my eyes from my father’s face. It seemed to me as though a
slight smile of satisfaction slipped over his fatherly face. | felt a hearty squeeze of my hand and we
turned in the direction of our home. Father was happy and was smiling to himself when we finally
reached home.”

Even in present times there still circulates the opinion that education and knowledge prove that
God does not exist, that he cannot exist, that scholars are a group of people who have no faith, that
faith can be of some use to the crowds and the masses, but not to intellectual and educated people;
that knowledge and education cannot go hand in hand with God and religion; that faith may be good for
women and children, but not for men and it goes on so in a circle endlessly. We shall see, but first allow
me to mention another example.

There lived in France one of the most famous critics of the nineteenth century. He was Ferdinand
Brunetier. He was born in 1849 and died in 1906. He was a person of great and deep learning, and at the
same time, he was an unbeliever. In Paris where he was a professor of French Literature, he wrote
articles for the French and foreign press showing that knowledge and science knows how and can
explain everything to man, because man is a type of animal, true one who is more developed, more
perfected and more civilized, but nothing more. This professor, to that degree and so obstinately waged
war with God and religion that he earned for himself the title of Father of Freethinkers and the Attorney
of French Agnostics.

But, in 1896 which was ten years before his death, he chanced upon a scientific wall which he
did not know and which he couldn’t pierce, neither with his knowledge nor with his science. Therefore,
he changed his opinion, calling out Knowledge has bankrupt! Knowledge has bankrupt!

Shortly after that, he converted. He spent his final years zealously fulfilling all of the practices of
a person of deep faith and he publicly defended the faith from the attacks of atheists and freethinkers.

Before his conversion, Brunetier found himself in Rome. Curiosity moved him to want to meet
with Pope Leo XIII. This old Holy Father received him kindly, asking him about the details of his
educational work. These were excerpts of that interesting conversation of the Pope with the unbelieving
professor.

“The fact is,” said the Holy Father, “that your science did not keep its promises; that it led you
on devious paths.”

“l admit,” answered the professor, “that we are not going forward, but we are drawing
backwards.”

“You are drawing backwards, you say. And | am advancing forward, all the way to the farthest
ends of the earth. My messengers are hurrying to Australia, Asia, Japan, America, into the depths of the
African wilderness and having planted the cross in the ground, they preach the faith. And is it any
different in Europe? We count the conversions in England by the thousands. In Germany, the Catholic
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Center has successfully stood up to the Kulturkampf. In Switzerland Catholicism is spreading favorably.
The Italians are still partly marauders, but for them also, their time will come.” Here the Holy Father
paused, then, with a sigh he added — “France must also wake up. You might say that you are
withdrawing, but | am constantly moving forward, obedient to my Master who said: “Go out and teach.”

Sir, write in your review that near the end of the nineteenth century you saw the unbelievers —
how they were wandering in the darkness and the Church, under the care of an eighty year old man,
sailing d through the oceans of two worlds, radiant with the sun of hope, faithful to its beliefs and
certain that having persevered through all oppositions, it will always remain the same.”

“Knowledge has become bankrupt!” Let me explain. There has always been a certain segment of
learned people who, at the same time were unbelievers, who were exerting all of their skills in order to
uncover, to discover something which would object to or oppose faith. They were exerting themselves
to the extremes so that the human intellect could alone solve absolutely all difficulties, questions and
issues relating to God, man and the world.

And what did this apparent science, this so called pseudoscience manage to explain to people?
Nothing; absolutely nothing; a big nothing! The believer, because of that, does not want to say that true
science, | repeat, that true knowledge in its own sphere did not do anything, but this is not that science
which dresses itself in scientific robes, which assumes the appearance of true science, but in reality is
just the creation of a sick mind, of guessing, of admissions and presumptions flowing from a perverse
and evil will. Science, which does not reach beyond its boundaries in matters determined for it by its
nature, deserves recognition and respect. This type of science does not oppose faith.

But when science goes beyond its boundaries, them, it is no longer called science, but self-
conceitedness, pride, and the ill will of the followers of such an apparent and personal science. Such a
science evolves from the principle that is primarily not educational; that the human intellect should
ruthlessly cast away everything that they cannot reach with their own efforts and by their own powers;
everything that they cannot understand. Such a science really bankrupts a person. A long time ago
Bacon wrote: “A superficial knowledge draws one away from God while a well-grounded knowledge
leads one to God.”

These are the kinds of comparisons true scholars make between knowledge and faith. They
insist that between them there exists the same relationship that exists between the eye and the
telescope. Even though a person knows a lot, he only has two eyes. But, if besides knowledge, he has
faith, then he’s using a telescope. Thus, faith so strengthens the eyes of our soul, as a microscope or a
telescope.

If we have a good microscope we can see, not only thousands, but millions of living, moving
creatures in a single drop of water, something which the naked eye cannot detect.

Through the telescope one can discover thousands of stars in a little patch of the sky, which
seen by the naked eye appears as a dark blur. In this same manner, faith helps man to find answers to
many questions in the presence of which the mind is helpless and sees only darkness.




image5.jpeg
We read in history that at one time a man named Columbus lived in Spain. One a stormy day, he
stood on the shore of the sea staring into the distance. Here, the waves of the ocean washed up by his
feet, whole bunches of plants. Columbus again focused his sight on the distance, as though he expected
to see the countries from which these sea waters had washed up and brought these plants to his feet.
His efforts were in vain because his bodily eyes could never reach that far. But, with the eyes of his soul,
he clearly saw the lands of huge, unknown, foreign countries in whose existence other people refused to
believe.

In the same way, the soul of a believing person, standing at the edge of this earthly life, sees far
beyond the grave and sees new, great worlds even though others make fun of him. To oppose this
lesson of faith is unjust. The boundaries of knowledge are as wide as the world, but like the world, they
are limited.

The problem is this — on the border of visible nature are we to extinguish the torch of seeking
the truth and tell ourselves that we don’t know, and resign from the trouble of seeking further? Or
should we continue further, following the voice of faith, which for us is the only guide in the world of the
spirit?

Faith is light and just as light breaks through and pierces darkness, so too does faith pierce
everything, even the greatest and most difficult problems of life. St. Thomas uses this comparison: faith
is in the same type of relationship to reason as the relationship of a lord to his servant. They together
walk through the streets, go up the stairs and together enter the palace. But, only the lord enters the
room. Faith and reason walk together amid the visible world and all of its creatures. Faith humbly
whispers: God is Almighty and infinitely wise! Reason repeats this like an echo: / see traces of God’s
omnipotence and wisdom everywhere.

But, to draw near to the Living God and look at His Majesty — this can only be done with the eyes
of faith. Man’s reason, knowledge and science are only man'’s preparation for a better, more perfect
knowledge of God. God gave people faith as well as reason. Why then should reason oppose faith or
why should reason weaken faith? In reality this does not exist.

Only a person who does not possess either a deep and strong faith or a solid and well-grounded
education dares to maintain that religion cannot be reconciled with the most perfect and highest form
or state of learning. In spite of that the majority of these unfortunates who lost their faith justify their
betrayal and denial saying that their faith began to weaken when they entered college or the university
and began studying in detail, for example, biology, physics, astronomy and so on.

Here | call your attention that this is neither the place nor the time for deep scientific debates or
philosophical dissertations. | willingly admit that in the beginning of scientific research many lost their
faith, but this is not because science contradicted faith or that faith blocked the road to knowledge, but
actually because in the course of research and their findings, the human mind lost its balance and self-
control and certain scholars became dizzy and instead of explaining natural phenomena in the light of
newly discovered laws of nature, they shifted into the spiritual field, insisting that man’s fate, free will




